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HISTORY, LITERATURE AND CULTURE PRESENTERS 
 

Unmasking the Complementarity of History, Literature and Culture in 
Lives of Citizens: New Dynamics and Imperatives of Interdisciplinarity 

 
Prof. Maurice N Amutabi,  

Vice-Chancellor, Lukenya University 
Centre for Democracy, Research and Development (CEDRED), 

Nairobi, Kenya 
Corresponding Author: amutabi@gmail.com 

 
Space, agency and voice are important in history and literature and provide some of the best 
representations of culture. In this article, I seek to demonstrate that History and Literature have been 
bedfellows as disciplines and often complement each other in representation of facts and fiction. They 
are often used as ardent vehicles and vessels of presenting and preserving culture. The works of Chinua 
Achebe have been used to teach the history of the Igbo people of Nigeria. The world has gained a lot 
of knowledge about the history of the Kikuyu and Mau Mau from reading novels of Ngugi wa Thiong’o. 
Many scholars have admitted that they learned a lot about mining in South Africa through the rendering 
of the fiction of Peter Abrahams in his book Mine Boy. Scholars such as Homi Bhabha and Ngugi wa 
Thiong’o have used historical narratives to augment their literary works while others such as Ifi 
Amadiume and Colin Bundy have used creative works to reenact historical scenes from the past, 
thereby affirming the complementarity of the two disciplines. The postmodern and post-colonial 
presentation provides a lot of possibilities and prisms of reenacting many scenes and scenarios which 
this paper will be dealing with. The notion of silences and the need of vocalization of voices using 
feminist, gender and other dimensions is important and to understand marginalization and silencing in 
order to seek liberation and mainstreaming. How do these new approaches transform how we look at 
space, agency and voice? What are some of the tensions that we encounter in these revisionist 
projects? In what ways do we need to deconstruct domination narratives and insert our stories in order 
to change the meta-narrative? These are some of the questions that this paper will address.  

  



13th Biennial Egerton University International Conference    117 

We are Agents, Not Passive Victims: The Role of Muslim Feminist 
Scholars in Peace building and Security in Northern Nigeria 1980-2018 

 
*1M. Tukur and 2P. Khanakwa  
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PhD Fellow, Gerda-Henkel Stiftung, Makerere University Kampala 
2Department of History, Archaeology and Heritage Studies 

Makerere University, Kampala Uganda 
pkhanakwa@gmail.com; +256 772 442530: +256708947854, +2348032979055 
*Corresponding Author: saltuk.mt@gmail.com: mubarak.tukur@umyu.edu.ng 

 
For more than three decades, studies on patriarchal domination of women have quelled the oppressive 
masculinity. There is a shift of prototype, where some Muslim women scholars of Islam in Northern 
Nigeria are now changing the narratives of confinement to public discourse of their feminine roles in 
peace building and security. Some of these Muslim women combine both Islamic and western (formal) 
education in their peace building and security activities.  The surge in Islamic knowledge production, 
has led to many of them to assume the position of intellectual Islamic scholars with religious authority, 
and leadership in Northern Nigeria. They use their intellectual and scholarly knowledge in building 
bridges of peace and security in a context characterized by Boko haram insurgency, banditry and 
abductions, and matrimonial conflicts among couples. This paper explores the feminine roles and 
contributions of Muslim women scholars of Islam in peace building and security through their religious 
roles and leadership.  This paper uses gender and development framework to show that Muslim women 
have developed a network of change in the patriarchal popularization and dominance in Northern 
Nigeria. The paper found out that Muslim women scholars in northern Nigeria have attempted to 
demystify the assertion of Islamic patriarchal dominance through scholarly analysis and intellectual 
discourse of Islamic knowledge production. 
 
Keywords: Islamic Feminism, matrimonial conflict, Muslim women, peace building, religious 

organization, religious leadership 
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Exercise of Innocuous Power by Female Characters in Selected African 
Prose Fiction Works 

 
J. N. Murage, A. M. Rutere, and N. K. Goro  

Corresponding Author: jmuragelivewire@gmail.com 
 
This study establishes how female characters in Nawaal El Saadawi’s God Dies by the Nile (2007), 
Mariama Ba’s Scarlet Song(1986), Assia Djebar’s Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade (1993) and Bake 
Robert Tumuhaise’s Tears of my Mother (2013) use non-aggressive types of power to negotiate 
relevance. The study is justified by the fact that African theorists on feminism have increasingly been 
replacing belligerent ideas found in first and second wave of Western feminism with accommodative 
versions of African feminisms. As a result, it is necessary to read these texts with a view of finding out 
how female characters acquire and exercise power without resorting to militancy. Motherism, a 
coinage of Catherine Acholonu, is one such variant of African feminism that forms the theoretical 
framework of the study. The study locates the acquiescent subalternity associated with female 
characters within the authors’ intention of demonstrating that African feminism is not equivalent to a 
battle of the sexes but is instead a way of creating complementarity between male and female 
characters. This is an interpretivist study on textuality whose conclusion is that the form of power 
exercised by female characters is non-confrontational but nevertheless effective in the creation of a 
complementary interaction between male and female characters. 
 
Keywords: Gender, Legitimation, motherism, panopticism, STIWANISM 
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Protocol and Order during the Late President Moi’s Mourning Period: 
Understanding the Speech Act Theory 

 
Prof. Catherine W. Kitetu 

Department of Literature, Languages and Linguistics, Egerton University 
Corresponding Authors: catherine.kitetu@egerton.ac.ke  

 
This paper is a reflection on both the language and acts of protocol as witnessed during the days of 
moaning and funeral service of the late retired second President of the Republic of Kenya, Daniel 
Toroitich Arap Moi, between the fourth and the twelfth of February 2020. Using the Speech Act theory 
as expounded by John Austin 1962, John Searl 1963, Levinson 1973 and Ethnography of Communication 
by Dell Hymes, this paper will discuss the key themes, terms, acts and procedures during this period of 
moaning. Interviews with some military officers will be used to shed light on the meanings of acts and 
procedures which include; the flags traditions, the military marches, and the use of guns by the army, 
which was in charge of much of the ceremonies and activities that took place during the time of 
moaning. The paper argues that while Chomsky gives scientific explanations for understanding human 
language and also argues for objectivity in linguistic studies, yet his theory fails to explain the intricacies 
of language and meanings that accrue in various human experiences and activities in social life. On the 
other hand, the speech Act theory and Ethnography of communication as analytical tools show how 
the language and protocol in the military has the effect of reaffirming and consolidating existing social 
structures, and that this language has both practical and ritual functions. 
 
Key words: Chomskian linguistics, Speech Acts, Ethnography, Communication, Military, funeral 
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DOWRY: A Possible Impediment to Happy Marriage 
 

G. *Owiti and D. Otieno 
Department of Philosophy, History and Religious Studies 

Egerton University 
*Corresponding Author: ganjejoowiti@gmail.com 

 
Payment of Dowry as a condition for legitimization of marriage is a common practice in many societies 
and is central to the ways in which the institution of marriage is understood and inserted in diverse 
African traditions.  In most African societies, it is taken for granted that the groom has a responsibility 
to pay, usually livestock, to the bridal family in return for her hand in marriage.  However, issues arise 
concerning the social construction of dowry payment and the implications for the woman whose worth 
is quantified in terms of livestock, on the one hand, and marriage as a social institution that inherently 
entails and predetermines power relations in partnership. This paper casts attention to the implications 
of dowry as legitimisation of marriage and the dynamics of the relations between the wife and 
husband/in-laws in a context where her worth is quantified and monetized.  Using interviews with 
prospective and actual couples, this paper examines the meanings that those involved discern from this 
institution with specific reference to the African milieu, its current status and its relevance in 
contemporary society. This paper concludes that the contemporary socio-political consciousness 
demands a radical revision of the understanding and practice of marriage to demonstrate awareness 
of the shifting consciousness that interrogates the traditional concept of power relations that 
legitimizes dowry payment.  
 
Keywords: Dowry, marriage, society, tradition.  
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We are Agents, Not Passive Victims: The Role of Muslim Feminist 
Scholars in Peace building and Security in Northern Nigeria 1980-2018 

 
*1M. Tukur and 2P. Khanakwa  
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PhD Fellow, Gerda-Henkel Stiftung, Makerere University Kampala 
2Department of History, Archaeology and Heritage Studies 
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pkhanakwa@gmail.com; +256 772 442530: +256708947854, +2348032979055 
*Corresponding Author: saltuk.mt@gmail.com: mubarak.tukur@umyu.edu.ng 

 
For more than three decades, studies on patriarchal domination of women have quelled the oppressive 
masculinity. There is a shift of prototype, where some Muslim women scholars of Islam in Northern 
Nigeria are now changing the narratives of confinement to public discourse of their feminine roles in 
peace building and security. Some of these Muslim women combine both Islamic and western (formal) 
education in their peace building and security activities.  The surge in Islamic knowledge production, 
has led to many of them to assume the position of intellectual Islamic scholars with religious authority, 
and leadership in Northern Nigeria. They use their intellectual and scholarly knowledge in building 
bridges of peace and security in a context characterized by Boko haram insurgency, banditry and 
abductions, and matrimonial conflicts among couples. This paper explores the feminine roles and 
contributions of Muslim women scholars of Islam in peace building and security through their religious 
roles and leadership.  This paper uses gender and development framework to show that Muslim women 
have developed a network of change in the patriarchal popularization and dominance in Northern 
Nigeria. The paper found out that Muslim women scholars in northern Nigeria have attempted to 
demystify the assertion of Islamic patriarchal dominance through scholarly analysis and intellectual 
discourse of Islamic knowledge production. 
 
Keywords: Islamic Feminism, matrimonial conflict, Muslim women, peace building, religious 

organization, religious leadership 
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A Decline in Observing Taboos: A Recipe for Environmental 
Degradation 

 
E. A. Essel  

National University of Public Service, Hungary: Tel: +36204671537 
Corresponding Author: abeabi@yahoo.com; emmanuel.abeku.essel@hallg.uni-nke.hu 

 
In Ghana, the role of taboo in solving contemporary environmental issues is an ongoing debate with 
some people taking the conservationist stance while others reckon that traditional beliefs and practices 
play a significant and positive role in ensuring that the environment is in good shape for future 
generations. In the Cape Coast Metropolis, taboos are part of the daily activities of its indigenes. Among 
the Cape Coast people environmental taboos play a pivotal moral role toward the ontological wellbeing 
of both the individual person and the environment at large. The impact of taboos, however, appears to 
have lessened in comparison with traditional societies due to factors such as western scientism and 
modernity - western hegemonic tendencies that have demonized African traditional and cultural values 
and promoted the idea that they are diabolic, savage and regressive. The objective of this study was to 
find out how the decline in observing taboos amongst the people of Cape Coast is affecting the 
environment. The research was conducted using mixed methods, which allowed for a mixture of 
quantitative and qualitative approaches. The targeted population were people of Cape Coast in Ghana 
some selected Non-Governmental Organisations. The study revealed that the people still hold on to 
their traditions and culture and would not do anything which will have dire consequences on their lives 
should they break any taboos including those that pertains relationship with environment. In view if 
this there is the need for the local government laws to have a fusion of both traditional and cultural 
laws as part of efforts to preserve the environment.  
 
Keywords: Environmental degradation, impact, taboos, tradition  
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Peacebuilding and Security in Northern Nigeria; A Study of Muslim 
Women Scholars, 1978-2018 

 
M. Tukur 

Department of History and Security Studies 
Umaru Musa Yar’adua University Nigeria 

PhD History Gerda-Henkel Fellow, Makerere University, Uganda  
+256708947854, +2348032979055 

Corresponding Author: saltuk.mt@gmail.com/ mubarak.tukur@umyu.edu.ng 
 
Northern Nigeria has a long history of been the center of Islamic revivalism since the establishment of 
the Sokoto Caliphate (1804-1808). The misconception and deception of some of the Muslim religious 
organizations in the name of Islam have today became a theater of religious conservatism.  This was 
followed by misinterpretation, misconception and misleading of the general populace through a tactical 
deception by some misguided religious elements. It is important to note that, Muslim women in 
Northern Nigeria are significant in any discourse in Africa. This research will explore the hidden role, 
contribution, and activities of peacebuilding and security in the conflict Northern Nigeria society by 
Muslim women scholars of Islam. They cut across different Islamic sect and ideology. They greatly 
impacted and dedicated their lives in building peace across the volatile conflict zones in Northern 
Nigeria through religious means. They succeeded in peace settlement of hundreds of thousands of 
matrimonial disputes. They engaged in changing the lives of thousands of women internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) since the emergence of conflict and violent religious extremism in Northern Nigeria since 
in the 1970s. an ethnographical use of Qualitative historical methodology will be adopted to unravel 
and examine how these women aided in establishing a solid peacebuilding and security in Northern 
Nigeria in DE radicalization of violent religious extremist ideologist, insurgency and counter-insurgency 
of using women as suicide bombers, women fighters in banditry and kidnappings, matrimonial 
peacebuilding through their scholarship, and knowledge production. 
 
Keyword: Banditry and kidnapping, matrimonial conflict, peacebuilding and security, violent extremism 
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Nadharia ya Metausasa [Metamordenism] katika Fasihi: 
 Mfano katika Kitabu cha Shujaaz 

 
M. C. Kiarie na A. Taib 

Idara ya Lugha, Isimuna Fasihi Chuo Kikuu cha Egerton. 
Corresponding Author: kiariec90@yahoo.com 

 
Fasihi imepitia mabadiliko kadha katika makuzi yake.  Kuanzia fasihi simulizi [hadithi, semi, maigizo, 
ushairi simulizi, mazungumzo nangomezi], ikaja fasihi andishi [riwaya, tamthilia, hadithi fupi na ushairi 
andishi] na kasha fasihi ya watoto na vijana inayohusisha michoro.  Kufikia sasa fasihi ipo katika filamu 
na video. Mabadiliko haya bila shaka yanaandamana na mabadiliko ya namna jamii inavyoendelea 
kubadilika kijamii, kiuchumi, kiteknolojia na mifumo mingine yajamii. Nadharia za uhakiki wa fasihi nazo 
zimeasisiwa kukidhi mahitaji haya ya ukuaji haya ya fasihi. Kuna zile nadharia asilia [urasimi, umuundo], 
nadharia nyambuaji [urasimimpya, umuundoleo] na nadharia changamano [uhalisia, ujamaa]. Nadharia 
hizi zinatumiwa na zinakidhikika mili fuutunzi na uhakiki wa kazi za fasihi simulizi na fasihi andishi.  
Nadharia kama vile ya Usasa [Modernism] baada yake kumetokea nadharia ya Usasa leo 
[Postmodernism]. Kisha baada ya Usasa leo kuna Metausasa [Metamodernism].  Lengo la utafiti huu ni 
kuonyesha namna nadharia yametau sasa inavyojidhihirisha katika kazi yafasihi.  Ilikufanikisha haya 
tutahakiki namna mihimili yake inavyojitokeza katika kitabu cha katuni cha Shujaaz kama fasihi ya 
kimetausasa. Utafiti huu utafafanua yaliyomo kitabuni hiki kwa kuongozwa na nadharia hii na maelezo 
na mifano kutolea kitabuni kwa njia ya maelezo. Matokeo yakiwa ni kudhihirisha namna fasihi za 
kimetau sasa vilivyo kwa kutumia Shujaaz kama mfano.  

 

Keywords: 
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The Proliferation of Covid-19 English Neologisms on Digital Media in 
Kenya 

 
A. Manyasi1* and J. Khaemba2  

Egerton University Box 436 Egerton, Kenya 
Tel: +254722636853, + 254722265757  

 jkhaemba76@gmail.com  
*Corresponding Author: anne.manyasi@gmail,com 

 
The current global pandemic has not only changed the lives of people globally but also caused language 
change. Seemingly, there is a parallel language contagion to the pandemic given that some dictionaries 
have already made unscheduled updates in response to coronavirus-related vocabulary. Since previous 
research has reported pandemics and epidemics to have given rise to certain neologisms, the study 
aimed at exploring neologisms related to COVID-19 using data from digital platforms in Kenya. It 
focused on identification of neologisms and their meaning, word-formation processes as well as the 
word classes of neologisms related to the pandemic. It is a qualitative study that uses observation and 
field notes. The study is informed by Pavol Štekauer’s (1996, 1998, 2001b) theory of onomasiology 
which states that name giving is governed by the needs of language users and any act of naming an 
object is based on its reflection and processing in human consciousness. Data from the study was coded 
then presented using tables and discussions. The study provides a synchronic account of COVID-19 
neologisms and is useful to linguists and scholars of language change. The findings reveal that the 
contagion has seen an emergence of new English words, phrases, acronyms and abbreviations in day 
to day language, with a majority springing from previous pandemics. The new words are chiefly nouns 
and adjectives and are of medical background.   This paper, therefore, argues that there are multiple 
neologisms that are currently in use as a result of the coronavirus pandemic or ‘the new normal.’    

Key Words: neologism, coronavirus, COVID-19, contagion, language change  
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